GET TOUGH
GUIDE
BY CERESTA SMITH
(UOO ADMINISTRATOR & CO-FOUNDER)

During the process of opting your
child out of testing, you will probably
meet with the following comments by
administrators and district officials. It
is important that you ask that any of
the following statements be put in
writing on stationery with the school
or the district’s letterhead and signed by district personnel. I have listed the comments
with the responses you may need to use to complete the process of opting your child
out of standardized testing:
Your child has to stay home during the testing window.
I am a taxpayer, and you do not have the authority to bar my child from accessing this
public good of which I contribute in the form of tax payment. I will call the police if you
attempt to bar my child from entering the building.
Your child has to report to the test site.
Having my child report to the test site only to sit and stare into space for hours at a time
is tantamount to solitary confinement. If you attempt to force my child to do so, I will
report you to the child abuse authorities. If anyone places their hands on my child after
he/she has respectfully declined to report to a test site, he/she has been instructed to
call the police and file charges.
Your child will not graduate w/o the test.
As the parent, I have legal rights to the final say when it comes to my child’s education.
My preference is the use of SAT, PLAN, or ACT test to prove my child’s proficiency in
math and reading, as they are voluntary and allow me to receive a copy of my child’s
actual test for review. In lieu of an End of Course standardized state test, my child will
submit a project or an appropriately deemed assignment by his classroom teacher.

Your child will be retained.
The goal here is to demonstrate proficiency, and as a parent I have the legal right to
request the use of a portfolio or alternative assessment to demonstrate my child’s
ability. Upon review, together we will decide if that is necessary.
Your child will be placed in remedial classes.
The goal here is to demonstrate proficiency, and as a parent I have the legal right to
request the use of a portfolio or alternative assessment to demonstrate my child’s
ability. I will be the one to decide along with school site professionals’ expertise if
remediation is necessary.
We cannot supply alternative activities for your child during testing.
It is my child’s right as a public school student to receive instruction daily, and if you do
not do so, I will file a discrimination report with the district and consult an attorney.
You will cause the school to be deemed failing, and it will be under sanction or
closed down.
To date no school has been closed for parents opting their children out of testing; they
have been closed and deemed failing for parents opting their children in to federally
mandated state standardized testing.

By Ceresta Smith, UOO Administrator
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document and this website may or may not reflect the most current developments in
education policy within our nation or within each state. Information shared here is
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